AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

Thomas Wyatt, our ambassador resident with you, to signify and
declare to you the above, praying and requiring you thus to do,
and if you should so require of him, to declare to you his un-
thankfulness, and the conspiracy that he with his accomplices
hath practised against our said person and offspring. . .. .

He finishes with a polite reiteration of his demands, and the
usual courtesies.

Pole was a papal envoy, and as such, Charles replied, he was
bound to receive him. More menacing still, on February 21, all
English ships in Flemish ports were put under arrest, and
Mendoza the Spanish ambassador was recalled. Everywhere
the talk was of a great fleet that was gathering at Antwerp.
Wriothesley wrote from Brussels to Cromwell, ' It is in every
man's mouth that we shall have war'. Castillon, the French
ambassador, was recalled. Wriothesley could get no satisfaction
when he protested against the arrest of English ships. The
Emperor, he was told, needed sailors for his fleet: once it had
sailed the ships would be free. Guns and ammunitions accumu-
lated at Antwerp. ' An innumerable sum of money ' was levied
from the clergy for a holy war against England. Wriothesley
reported all the rumours: * I have also heard that the French
King, the Bishop of Rome, and the King of Scots should be as
it were in league to invade us this summer: and how the
Emperor will send to their aid certain Spaniards which shall
arrive in Scotland.' But it is significant that he adds, "which
purpose I take for no gospel', and that in March, while making
all reasonable preparations for defence, Henry was still keeping
up the proper diplomatic relations with Charles, and protesting
through his ambassador at the detention of the English merchant
ships in Flanders.

xn.To SIR THOMAS WYATT
By the King

HE.NRY R.                                [Westminster, March 10, 1534,]

Trusty and right well-beloved, we greet you well; and dedart

unto you that we do take and accept agreeably the great diligence.